
…being connected with God

Prayer is not mainly … telling God what I need

The careful reading and study of  Scripture is 



יבּו ָלַדַעת בִׁ  הַהְקשִׁ ָָ י
Prov 4:1  יב ֶקֶשב ַרב־ָק ְקשִׁ ֶשבְוהִׁ

Isaiah 21:7

Pay attention to gain understanding
He will listen carefully, very carefully



What is Scripture?

How is Scripture the word of God?

Don’t let of  another world the spiritual message



Bible = the word of God

דבר davar

word utterance speech message  promise action

Deut 4:13;  10:4 ֶרת ַה  יםרִׁ  ְדבָ ֲעֶשֶׂ֖

He declared to you his covenant, which he instructed you to observe, that 

is, the ten words; and he wrote them on two stone tablets. 

decalogue

message

The 10 statements



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6d/US_Navy_030529-N-5362A-

001_A_U.S._Marine_Corps_Humvee_vehicle_drives_down_a_road_at_the_foot_of_Saddam_Hussein%27s_former_Summer

_palace_with_ruins_of_ancient_Babylon_in_the_background.jpg



~  an inspired art form designed to 



~  an inspired art form designed to 

Transform



Memory Imagination

What does it mean?C 21

We cannot ask of texts what they did not intend to deliver



Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Former Prophets Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings

Latter Prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel + 12 Minor Prophets

Instruction

Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Songs, Ezra, 

Nehemiah, Chronicles, Lamentations, Daniel

Mick Haupt Unsplash
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Faith 

community
reliable true

2 God also spoke to Moses and said to him: “I am 
the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
as El Shaddai, but by my name ‘YHWH’ I did not make 
myself known to them. 4 I also established my 
covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land in which they resided as aliens. 5 I 
have also heard the groaning of the Israelites whom 
the Egyptians are holding as slaves, and I have 
remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the 
Israelites, ‘I am the LORD, and I will free you from the 
burdens of the Egyptians and deliver you from 
slavery to them. I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.

Exodus 6:2–6 (NRSV) 

Material added to the 

original text by Priestly 

editors in the time of exile

the message of liberation by 
God to the people in exile.



New aspects of  

tradition emerge
in light of new 

experiences
to older material 

The old is kept

the new

19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall be male 
and female. 20 Of the birds according to their 
kinds, and of the animals according to their 
kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground 
according to its kind, two of every kind shall 
come in to you, to keep them alive. 21 Also 
take with you every kind of food that is eaten, 
and store it up; and it shall serve as food for 
you and for them.”  

Genesis 6:19–21 (NRSV) 

7 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, 

you and all your household, for I have seen that 
you alone are righteous before me in this 
generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all 
clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair 
of the animals that are not clean, the male and 
its mate; 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the air 
also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on 
the face of all the earth. 

Genesis 7:1–3 (NRSV) 



Written expressions that interpret 

the past are permeated with 

of

calls us to apply a fresh 

reading of the text 

the word

is

Joshua Earle Unsplash



18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man 

should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.” 
19 So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal 

of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to 

the man to see what he would call them; 

See page for author [CC BY 4.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Narrator sets up literary tension



Then the man said,

“This one this time is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

this one shall be called woman,

for out of a man was taken this one.”

ishah    אישה she shall be called ishah

because she was taken 

from ish
יש אִׁ

Association in folk etymology 

through assonance

את ַעםז ֹ֣ י ּובָ ַהַפַּ֗ ֲעָצַמַ֔ ֶצם מ   י  ֶעֶ֚ ְבָשרִׁ  ר מִׁ ָשֶׂ֖

א ז אתלְ  ֹ֣ ָקר  היִׁ ָשַ֔ י אִׁ ִּ֥ י כִׁ אִׁ ֶׂ֖ ֳקָחה־שמ  אתל   ז  

emphasises relationship

ish



24 Therefore a man 

(will) leaves his 

father and his mother 

and (will) clings to 

his wife, and they 

(will) become in the 

flesh, one. 25

quest.eb.com/search/151_2498668/1/151_2498668/cite

Ideal relationship of man and woman

Commitment secures relationship

Family – the foundation of society

ן   ֲעָזב־אִַׁ֔ ַעל־כ  ישַי 
יו ֶׂ֖ ֹוְוֶאת־אִׁ ֶאת־ָאבִׁ מ 
ק ְשתַ֔ ְוָדַבֹ֣ ּו  ְבאִׁ ֹו ְוָהיֶׂ֖

ד ר ֶאָח  ְלָבָשִּ֥



WORD

EXAMPLE
of

Right 

Relationship

with

God

Fellow Humans

Self

Environment



16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 

up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was 

his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, 

to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 

and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed 

on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this 

scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Luke 4:16–21 (NRSV) 

His is a mission of 



quest.eb.com/search/167_3982862/1/167_3982862/cite

8 But you, mortal (ben adam), hear what I say to you; 
do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open 
your mouth and eat what I give you. 9 I looked, and a 
hand was stretched out to me, and a written scroll was 
in it. 10 He spread it before me; it had writing on the 
front and on the back, and written on it were words of 
lamentation and mourning and woe. 
3 He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you; 
eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel. 2 So 
I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 
3 He said to me, Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you 
and fill your stomach with it. Then I ate it; and in my 
mouth it was as sweet as honey. 

4 He said to me: Mortal, go to the house of Israel and 
speak my very words to them. 

Ezekiel 2:8–3:4 (NRSV) 

Feed your stomach and fill your belly with this scroll

Ezekiel digests the message from God



54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my 

blood have eternal life, and I will raise 

them up on the last day; 55 for my flesh is 

true food and my blood is true drink… 

66 Because of this many of his disciples turned 

back and no longer went about with him. 67 So 

Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to 

go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 

to whom can we go? You have the words of 

eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and 

know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

John 6:54-55. 66–69 (NRSV) 

my flesh

my blood
= the whole person

Everything you are  = authentic life

quest.eb.com/search/108_1083577/1/108_1083577/cite

How do we 
digest everything 
Jesus stands for?



4  Hear this word, you cows of Bashan 

who are on Mount Samaria, 

who oppress the poor, who crush the needy, 

who say to their husbands, “Bring something to drink!”
Amos 4:1 

8 The word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying: 9 Thus says the LORD of 

hosts: Render true judgments, show kindness and mercy to one another; 10 do 

not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise 

evil in your hearts against one another. 11 But they refused to listen, and 

turned a stubborn shoulder, and stopped their ears in order not to hear. 
Zechariah 7:8-11

focused on



Let go of certainty. The opposite isn't uncertainty. It's openness, curiosity and a 
willingness to embrace paradox, rather than choose up sides. The ultimate challenge is to 
accept ourselves exactly as we are, but never stop trying to learn and grow.

Tony Schwartz

20 Wisdom cries out in the street; 

in the squares she raises her voice. 
21 At the busiest corner she cries out; 

at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 
22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 

How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 

and fools hate knowledge? 
Proverbs 1:20–22 (NRSV) 

ָחְכמה
Lady Wisdom

Σοφία

(Sophia)

with unknowing

open to learn

open to grow



Great doubt – great awakening

Little doubt – little awakening

No doubt  – no awakening



19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. John 20:19–20 (NRSV) 

2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter 

said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went 

out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

John 21:2–3 (NRSV) 



~ an interpretation of human experience

6 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 

glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 

about himself in all the scriptures. 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 

going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 

and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the 

table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes 

were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 

each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were 

saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what 

had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of 

the bread. Luke 24:13-35



הסוף


