
Matthew 7 

“Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they 
will trample them under foot and turn and maul you.”             Matthew 7:6 

After sustained rejection and reproach, do not be disappointed – move on. 

God, grant me the Serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 

Courage to change the things I can and 

the Wisdom to know the difference. 

 
Ask and you shall receive…  Jesus does not advocate naïve optimism. 

 
“In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the law and 
the prophets.” 
 

What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbour.                       Rabbi Hillel 

 

Jesus expects a higher standard of goodness from a true disciple. 
 

Show me someone who has done something worthwhile, and I'll show you someone 
who has overcome adversity.       Lou Holtz 

 
Description of the 2 ways was common in antiquity: 
Psalm 1:6 (NRSV)    for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,  

but the way of the wicked will perish.  
 

The test of a person is in his conversation    (Sirach 27:6) 
 

Hypocrisy is very easy to spot in others and very difficult to find in ourselves. 
 
Jesus is not offering a new law, but new wisdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
such things.       Galatians 5:22–23 (NRSV)  

 
Doing wrong is like sport to a fool,  

            but wise conduct is pleasure to a person of understanding.     Proverbs 10:23  
 
 
 

• is driven by a creative imagination 

• is not held back by unessentials  

• has clearly established priorities 

• is broadminded and can see all sides of an issue 

• is not bothered by what people think 

• does not conform to fashion or petty social practices 


