
An Approach to Scripture 

Careful reading of Scripture is prayer – it is a listening that puts us in touch with the divine. 

~  the aim of our reading is to discern the message of the text. 

Scripture is an imaginative art form designed to transform:– 

~  it was written with imagination and needs to be read with imagination 

Over 50% of the Hebrew Bible is poetic – rich in literary devices, e.g., metaphor, allusion, symbolism. 

A careful adult reading of Scripture appreciates the literary artistry of the biblical writers. 

➢ Our primary question is: What does it mean?  This is digesting the word. 

The spirituality of the Bible is a spirituality of relationship. My relationship with   

 

Jesus emphasised relationship.  His mission statement is founded on relationship 

~  the prophets anchored their life and message on relationship. 

 

Approaching Scripture through the Worlds of the Text 

World behind the Text:  What circumstances prompted the author to write? 

World of the Text:  What is the text saying?  What literary techniques is the writer using? 

World in front of the Text:  What spiritual insights in the text apply to my life? 

 

Gospel According to Matthew 

Matthew’s view of how the person and ministry of Jesus apply to our Christian life  

Date: 80-90     Author: unknown Jewish writer     Place: outside Palestine 

Community: Jewish followers of Jesus + some Gentile converts 

Structure:  5 major discourses recalling the 5 books of Torah – M presents Jesus as the new Moses 

 

Key Features of Matthew  

Jesus is Messiah proclaiming the reign of God 

M quotes Scripture to show Jesus is the fulfilment of 

prophecy 

M shows Jesus setting high standards of virtue 

Jesus is the royal Son of God – Immanuel 

Jesus is Wisdom in the flesh 

Jesus gets his spirituality from the Hebrew 

tradition 

 

Genealogy of Jesus:  the background of Jesus is totally inclusive. 

Beatitudes:  Some are reassurances that lift the burden; others are goals to strive for. 

Jesus recommends: 

➢ Take the initiative to reach out in generosity and love – don’t expect any favours in return. 

➢ Strive for wholeness, maturity and completeness. 

➢ Do nothing for show. 

➢ Do not be concerned about what people think of you.  

➢ Prayer is the expression of relationship – it is not making speeches to God. 

➢ Do not stress over what you cannot do anything about. 

➢ Focus on attitude every day. 

Salt is a sign of stability and flavour – how do I flavour the lives of those I meet? 

Light brightens everything around and shows the way. 

▪ Do my values and way of life show an example to others? 

▪ Do I practise encouragement to brighten the lives of others? 

People may hear your words, but they feel your attitude.             John C. Maxwell 

Do not judge me. You don’t know what storms I have been asked to walk through. 
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